
 
 

March 31, 2022 

 
Manifest Mailing System Publication 401 Update 

 
The Guide to the Manifest Mailing System, Publication 401 has been updated with the Nonstandard Parcel Sizes 

coding that take effect April 3, 2022.  

The Postal Service is implementing fees for packages exceeding a non-standard dimension or cubic measurement 

for retail, commercial, and Negotiated Service Agreement (NSA) competitive domestic packages, including USPS 

Retail Ground, Retail Ground LOR, Priority Mail, Priority Mail Express, First-Class Packages Retail, Parcel Select, 

and Parcel Select Lightweight. 

Note: Priority Mail Open and Distribute (PMOD), USPS Flat Rate Packaging and Regional Rate Packaging supplied 

by the Postal Service would be excluded. 

The new fees would apply to parcels that require additional handling due to their dimensions and/or cubic 

measurement. Existing dimensional weight pricing and oversize pricing remain in place where applicable. 

The proposal specifies that all parcel dimensions (Length, Width, and Height) must be provided as part of the manifest 

documentation under the following conditions: 

• When the package length (defined as the longest side) of a package exceeds 22 inches (configurable) and 

is less than or equal to 30 inches (configurable); OR  

• When the package length exceeds 30 inches (configurable); OR 

• When the package volume exceeds 2 cubic feet (configurable).  

 

Applicable Codes for Nonstandard Parcel Sizes by file type are below:  

File 
Type  Field  

22 < Length 
<= 30  
(unit: 
inches) 

Length > 30 
(Unit: 
inches) 

Volume > 2 
(Unit: cu. 
Ft.) 

22 < Length <= 
30  
(unit: inches) 
AND 
Volume > 2 
(Unit: cu. Ft.) 

Length > 30 
(Unit: inches) 
AND 
Volume > 2 
(Unit: cu. Ft.) 

Mail.dat  Service 
Type  

L1 L2 L4 NA NA 

Mail.XML  Service 
Code  

L1 L2 L4 NA NA 

Shipping 
Services 
File 
(SSF)  

Extra 
Service 
Code  

881 882 883 
884 
OR 

881 and 883 

885 
OR 

882 and 883 

Indicium 
Creation 
Record 
(ICR) file  

Extra 
Service 
Code  

881 882 883 
884 
OR 

881 and 883 

885 
OR 

882 and 883 

 



The thresholds are parameter-driven to be easily configurable. Pricing is driven by the length, volume, or both. For 

example, pricing for a package with length 23 inches, width 15 inches, height 15 inches, and volume 2.99 cubic feet 

would be calculated by adding the fee associated with both the length and the volume to the base price. 

 

Additional updates include Exhibit 24 -Special Codes. These codes are the only acceptable abbreviations to be 

used on a manifest when Nonstandard Packages are included in the mailing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Software versions that do not support Nonstandard Package reporting will be verified at the acceptance unit 

utilizing Manifest Verification process in PostalOne! to charge accordingly. Mailers have until June 2022 to update.  
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Please visit us on the USPS Industry Outreach/ USPS Corporate Affairs website.  
Thank you for your support of the United States Postal Service.    

Industry Engagement & Outreach/USPS Corporate Affairs 
  

To subscribe or unsubscribe to Industry Alerts, please hit reply and send us your request. Or mail your request to:  
Attn: Industry Engagement & Outreach  

475 L’Enfant Plaza, RM 4411  
Washington DC 20260  

   
Privacy Notice: For information regarding our privacy policies, visit www.usps.com/privacypolicy  

 

Nonstandard Package Dimensions 

 

Code 

Nonstandard Package Length > 22” and <=30” NSL22 

Nonstandard Package Length > 30” NSL30 

Nonstandard Package Volume > 2 cu ft. NSC2 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpostalpro.usps.gov%2Findustry-events&data=04%7C01%7CKristin.N.Brooks%40usps.gov%7Cdf9b4857c8ca44179b3708d97486620b%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C637668942776193878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=df0pzPBv5t2ltNuhqRPFZ%2Fhc6CE6U%2B4sq8JVb1EAVR4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.usps.com_privacypolicy%26d%3DDwMF-g%26c%3DfpIeS8RwmHkY2r_dFRL5tQ%26r%3D2wbtep6Lt3z_3QsnRw8YRA%26m%3DoEnXOsNb7Teu3euQ2E_c-vM79O_1kmu84EcHiSvGPNo%26s%3DaH_nPp1kFKiGKBQdgakGNKJnSu0J9buu47HBl9-4Irk%26e%3D&data=04%7C01%7CKristin.N.Brooks%40usps.gov%7Cdf9b4857c8ca44179b3708d97486620b%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C637668942776193878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oXEbg5F89Z43gn23uWjhL9BeT7RF2%2FLtJSO6ye2LTtQ%3D&reserved=0

